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Senate

Record of Committee Proceedings

Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property
Tax Relief, and Revenue

Senate Bill 80

Relating to: the Volunteer Health Care Provider Program.

By Senators Coggs, Holperin, Olsen, Kapanke, Schultz, Grothman, Lazich and
Kreitlow; cosponsored by Representatives Kaufert, Benedict, M. Williams, Grigsby,
Brooks, Hintz, Gottlieb, Staskunas, Gunderson, Steinbrink, Kerkman, Ziegelbauer,
Knodl, LeMabhieu, Lothian, Mursau, Murtha, Petersen, Petrowski, Ripp, Roth, Spanbauer,
Stone, Strachota, Tauchen, Townsend, Van Roy and Vos.

February 18, 2009

August 18, 2009

Referred to Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy,
Property Tax Relief, and Revenue.

PUBLIC HEARING HELD

Present:  (6) Senators Erpenbach, Carpenter, Robson, Lassa,
Lazich and Darling.
Absent: (1) Senator Kanavas.

Appearances For
e Spencer Coggs, Milwaukee — WI State Senate - 6th District
e Matt Maroney, Madison — WI Society of Podiatirc Medicine

Appearances Against
¢ None.

Appearances for Information Only
¢ None.

Registrations For

e Tom Engels, Madison — Pharmacy Society of WI

Mark Grapentine, Madison — WI Medical Society

Jason Johns, Madison — WI Physical Therapy Association
Dean Kaufert, Appleton — WI State Assembly - 55th District
Ryan Natzke, Madison — WI Academy of Family Physicians

Registrations Against
e None.

Registrations for Information Only
s None.




September 17, 2009 EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD

Present:  (7) Senators Erpenbach, Carpenter, Robson, Lassa,
Lazich, Kanavas and Darling.
Absent:  (0) None.

Moved by Senator Lazich, seconded by Senator Carpenter that
Senate Amendment 1 be recommended for adoption.

Ayes:  (7) Senators Erpenbach, Carpenter, Robson,
Lassa, Lazich, Kanavas and Darling.
Noes: (0) None.

ADOPTION OF SENATE AMENDMENT 1 RECOMMENDED,
Ayes 7, Noes 0

Moved by Senator Carpenter, seconded by Senator Lazich that
Senate Bill 80 be recommended for passage.

Ayes: (7) Senators Erpenbach, Carpenter, Robson,
Lassa, Lazich, Kanavas and Darling.
Noes: (0) None.
PASSAGE RECOMMENDED, Ayes 7, Noes 0
- g \
Tryg Knutson
Committee Clerk




Vote Record
Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property
Tax Relief, and Revenue

Date: q' I7’ Oq

Movedby:  9¢N. LAZICH Seconded by: W
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G L (A (595)

A/S Amdt to A/S Amdt

A/S Sub Amdt

A/S Amdt to A/S Sub Amdt

A/S Amdt to A/S Amdt to A/S Sub Amdt
Be recommended for:

0 Passage D(Adoption = Confirmation 71 Concurrence Il Indefinite Postponement
17 Introduction 11 Rejection [1 Tabling L7 Nonconcurrence

Committee Member

Senator Jon Erpenbach, Chair
Senator Tim Carpenter
Senator Judith Robson
Senator Julie Lassa

Senator Mary Lazich

Senator Ted Kanavas

Senator Alberta Darling

Totals:

m Motion Carried
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Absent

Not Voting
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[0 Motion Failed
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Committee Member Absent Not Voting

Senator Jon Erpenbach, Chair
Senator Tim Carpenter
Senator Judith Robson
Senator Julie Lassa

Senator Mary Lazich

Senator Ted Kanavas
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Senator Alberta Darling

Totals:

[J Motion Carried [0 Motion Failed



Spencer Coggs

State Senator

Senate Bill 80 — Volunteer Health Care Providers

Senator Spencer Coggs
Tuesday, August 18, 2009

Mr. Chairman and Members,

Thank you for holding this hearing on Senate Bill 80 regarding the Volunteer Health Care
Provider Program.

Currently, doctors, dentists, dental hygienists, registered nurses, practical nurses, nurse
practitioners, nurse-midwifes, optometrists, physicians assistants, pharmacists, pharmacy
technicians, and dieticians are eligible to participate in the Volunteer Health Care Provider
Program. What they do is work with a non-profit or elementary school to provide free or low
cost health care to low income recipients. The state is required to provide legal representation
and pay damages not covered by applicable insurance carriers in the event that a claim is
successfully brought forth. Except that it only applies to a retired health care provider. The state
does not offer coverage to active health care providers.

Senate Bill 80 would provide coverage of claims by the state to any and all health care providers
who participate, obviously including active physicians. The bill would also extend participation
in the program to chiropractors, physical therapists, and podiatrists. Podiatrists were added in
the simple amendment to the bill that is before you.

The current set up puts active health care providers at a disadvantage by not providing protection
for their actions as an “agent of the state” while volunteering. It is important to note that
insurance companies often increase rates for active providers to a level that makes participation
by anyone who isn’t retired prohibitive.

These changes will result in little additional liability to the state as the program has had very few
claims against a provider in its twenty year existence. Opening the program to active physicians
will also encourage greater participation resulting in increased access to health care for low
income residents of Wisconsin.

As Chairman of the Board for Milwaukee Health Services, Incorporated, a Federally Qualified
Community Health Center, I know the value of access to health care for low income patients, and
I know that this bill will increase that opportunity for care. Ilook forward to support of this
proposal by the committee and am happy to answer any questions you may have.
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